
St. Margaret Mary Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
Minutes for Meeting that took place on Wednesday, August 3, 2022 

Elected Members in Attendance: Kevin Sims, Denise Blum, Donna Bodkin, Kelly Hartwig, Margie King, Karen Litteral 
Elected Members Not Present: Bill Keuper  
Ex Officio Members in Attendance: Fr. Jim Wedig, Jenni Petrey  
Ex Officio Not Present: Wilma McGlasson    Recording Secretary: Janice Stentz 
 
Opening prayer 

June minutes: Approved 

The meeting began with attendees introducing themselves to Fr. Jim, giving a short background about themselves and their history at St. MM.    

Parish Business 
-  There have been two funeral liturgies since the last PC meeting for Shirley McDade and Paul Hillner. 
-  Fr. Jim had two main interests for discussion during the meeting; what makes our parish unique and his desire to form a parish level Worship 
Commission at St. MM which will also be part of a larger commission for the family of parishes.  
What makes our parish unique? 
The discussion started by taking inventory of what groups are currently in the parish: Parish Council, Finance Commission, Communications 
Commission and Religious Education.  
How viable is the parish in its current state? The long-term outlook is not great as is, but the goal moving forward is to overcome this. All 
present agreed that they want to create a vibrant parish. How do we attract families? What makes us unique? What is our reason for “being”? 
The parish needs to study and identify a new component that would make us unique from all others around us. Several ideas were 
brainstormed. PC members and Fr. Jim will do some further checking about the logistics for all suggested options, to be reported on at  
the next PC meeting. 
Forming a new Worship Commission 
Fr. Jim would like to have a Worship Commission created at St. MM. To get started, some of the former members will be approached about 
forming and building out this new group. Jenni will reach out to them. Fr. Jim also wants this group to provide representative(s) to a larger 
Worship Commission he will be forming for the parish family with one of the goals being to make some of the tasks associated with the Mass, 
sacristans, etc. more uniform among the different parishes so it’s easier for the priests to keep things straight. Currently every church does 
things differently and it’s been confusing.    
 
Faith Formation Director’s Report  
Meeting with DREs: Wilma met with the parish family DREs on July 21 at St. Bernard Taylor Creek Church. They shared plans and a 
description of the activities each currently have in place at their parishes and discussed areas where they can work together moving forward.   
Sacraments: Preparation for First Reconciliation, First Communion and Confirmation will take place during the school year. Baptism 
preparation continues to be available as needed. Wilma will be reviewing the Parish Data System to identify parish families in need of these 
sacramental preparations so they won’t be overlooked. 
RCIA: The RCIA program continues to be offered as requested. 
Dynamic Catholic Book Club: The book club meets monthly in the Parish Activity Center. Please contact Wilma McGlasson via the Parish 
Office at 513-521-7387 for more information. 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word: The C.L.O.W. program hopes to return this fall during the 10 a.m. Sunday Mass [per meeting comments, this is 
pending having enough adult volunteers and a willingness of the pastor and associate priests to continue this practice]. During this Mass the 
children (up to age 10) are dismissed to the undercroft for the scripture readings, returning to their families after the homily. The dismissal 
requires two or three adults that have completed SafeParish Awareness sessions. Materials can also be provided to families who cannot 
attend the 10 a.m. Mass if requested. 
P.R.E.P.: Religious education is available during the school year for children attending non-Catholic schools. This program can be 
administered as a home study program if needed or by attending in-person group classes, depending on the number of students registered. 
Other programs will be planned as the community continues to safely returns to a more normal routine. 
 
Fr. Jim noted that most of the religious education offerings in the parish are not actually taking place on a regular basis  
due to a lack of participants. This could possibly be changed if an effort to bring families into the parish can be successfully implemented. 
 
Communications Commission (CC): Janice reported 
Janice will be reaching out to the former members of Communications Commission to reconvene the pre-Covid team and possibly expand. 
Communications will be available to assist with promoting and marketing any new programs, events, etc. that may be coming, as needed. The 
quarterly parish newsletter will be reviewed but at this time is not likely to return since the printer has not resumed printing. Previously, printing 
of the newsletter was provided free by Diocesan as part of the parish bulletin contract.  
 



Finance: Jenni reported 
The finance report for July 31 was presented. Jenni pointed out that the fiscal year began on July 1 and currently there is about a $500 deficit 
which is not unexpected. The annual budget for July 2022-June 2023 was also presented to PC members. It is expected that the parish will be 
operating at a deficit this year. Fundraising will be important to help offset this. Jenni would like to do a push for the Online Giving program 
since she has seen an increase in its use. She’d like to make sure that everyone is kept aware of it as a convenient option for weekly giving as 
well as special collections and fundraisers.    
 
Buildings & Grounds: Jenni reported 
There were no major building expenses since the last PC meeting. Bill has been doing regular grounds maintenance. There is a dumpster on 
site now due to some issues with trash pickup. So far there have been no volunteers for the parish request for help with gardening around the 
grounds. Jenni explained that the goal is for someone or a group to be formed who are knowledgeable about what to plant and how to care for 
it. Bill and parish staff can be responsible for watering and care if instructed but not knowledgeable enough to know what, where and how to 
plant. There has been a request for there to be flowers on the altar. There have not been any for the past few weeks. Jenni will arrange to have 
this taken care of. 
 
Ongoing business – Heritage Room - Janice reported 
The Heritage Room was open on July 25. This was the first of four dates recently advertised in the Catholic Telegraph. There were a few who 
attended that mentioned it was because they saw it in the magazine. The next opening will be on Thur., August 25 from 6-8 p.m. Janice will be 
preparing a bulletin blurb to be disseminated to area parishes via Jenni’s business manager network asking them to include the information in 
their upcoming bulletins and other parish communications if they have space. This is another way to reach a wider audience. It’s been felt that 
there are many who associate with St.MM as former students and/or parishioners who would enjoy the displays but haven’t yet been made 
aware via the social media channels used so far.  
 
Ongoing business – Sizzlin’ Summer Mega Split-the-Pot and picnic  
Current total for the Mega Split-the-pot is $3,200 with a split of $1,600. Online sales have been slow so far and US mail has been unreliably 
slow as well. Jenni is hoping it picks up as the drawing date gets closer. Baskets for the basket raffle are being prepared by Diana Johansing 
and will be on display in the HFR after Mass on the weekend of Aug. 20/21. Photos of the baskets will also be available on the parish website 
after August 17. The drawing for the baskets and the Mega Split-the-pot will take place at 1 p.m. during the parish picnic on Sun., August 28. 
The picnic will be on the parish grounds beginning at noon. Volunteers are needed to help set up chairs and tables before the picnic and also 
people are needed to help clean up afterwards. Any parishioner who can help is asked to contact Jenni in the parish office, 513-521-7387 
before the weekend so she knows this need is covered ahead of time.  
 
New business – PC Chair and vice-chair assignments for 2022-23 
Donna Bodkin was nominated and agreed to be the new chairperson. Kevin Simms will be the vice-chairperson. 
 
New business – Change of date for regular PC meetings 
Fr. Jim explained there are a couple of conflicts within the parish family for PC to continue its tradition of meeting on the first Thursday of the 
month. He suggested, and PC members agreed, to change the regular meeting date to the first Wednesday of the month moving forward. 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
Next PC meeting: Wed., September 7, 2022 at 6:30 p.m.  

Minutes prepared by Janice Stentz  


